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A  'convenient' truth about sustainable energy . 
Sustainability is now a much spoken of matter. But what's behind 
the buzz word ? 
Simply put, sustainability is about working today to ensure our to-
morrow. In the field of energy, this translates into things like sup-
porting renewable energy sources and pursuing a more rational use 
of existing sources. This is what we call "Intelligent Energy".  

 
When it comes to promoting intelligent energy in Europe, a clear sustainability chal-
lenge has to do with shifting current behaviours. Here is where the role of education 
becomes crucial. Changing habits does not always come as natural, and tends to be a 
rather progressive process. New energy efficient practices are likely to become a 
daily routine only when they are thoroughly explained and their benefits are fully 
understood. And our experience shows that children are quite keen on knowing more 
about intelligent energy. Right from the start, the patient work of educators, teach-
ers and professors is essential to spreading the best energy saving practices amongst 
the EU citizens of tomorrow.  
 
But that's not all. By becoming more aware of these issues, everyone can actually set 
an example of intelligent energy and turn into an instant educator.  
 

Enjoy the reading!  
 

Vincent Berrutto  

Head of Unit "Energy Efficiency"  

Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation  

European Commission 
 
 

Established by the European Commission, the Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI) 
manages projects, events and information campaigns funded under the Intelligent Energy Europe pro-
gramme.  
Intelligent energy education is one of the priorities of the programme and an important theme of the 
2008 call for proposals, closing on 26 June 2008.  
To find out more about the agency and the programme visit: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/
index_en.html   
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Belgium, getting to know the APERe  
 

LõAPERe is one of the principal Belgian associations for the Promotion of 

Renewable Energies, which has been supporting their development since 1991, 

as well as the principles of Rational Use Energy.  

It is manned by 13 people, who are mainly project managers working in different 

renewable energy sources.  The APERe is labelled an «eco-dynamic enterprise ».  

Activities  
The APERe works in 4 specific areas : information and awareness, training and 
education in energy, support and development of renewable energies, auditing 
and studies of collective interest. These activities are numerous and carried out 
mainly in the Region of Wallonia as well as in Brussels.  
Recently, the association was given the job of supporting the development of 
the wind generator sector in Wallonia by providing information, producing 
documentation and giving administrative support. Also in Wallonia, it was chosen 
to conduct operations to help distribute information about renewable energy 
sources for the general public.  
 
It is also present in various European programmes such as FEEDU (see issue n°2 
of our newsletter) and  COOPENER in the context of the Energy Intelligent 
Europe programme (see issue n°1 of our newsletter).  

Energy education at the heart of APERe activities  
Since its creation, the association has been active in Energy Education. It 
produces, collects and provides information about renewable energies in order 
to :  
 

¶ Sensitise children and young people to energy issues and climate changes 

from an energy perspective and the environment and society to establish 

changes in behaviour.   

¶ Educate as required in the areas of energy -use, consumption and 

activities.  

 

 

¶ Promote a popular culture of solar energies, wind generators, hydroelectric 

power and biomass.  

 

An on - site and online information resource  
At the APERe center , you will find, a rich archive of information covering 17 years 
of activity. Publications, periodicals, press cuttings, photographs and video 
material are all at your disposal.  
 

For those who need information very quickly, 
you can connect directly to the APERe website, 
where you will find a comprehensive database 
that will allow you to access a whole range of 
teaching resources suitable for all kinds of 
learner.  
 
You will find a selection of documents and 
articles classified by theme for on -line 
consultation. A search engine will guide you by 
title, key words, description, general theme, 
date of publication, classification by sector, 
geographical area and projects. You can then 
download the information that interests you.   

 

A first initiation  
For a first initiation, connect to the « renewable energies » section of the APERe 
website. You will be able to familiarize yourself progressively with climatic 
architecture, biomass energy, wind generators, geothermal energy and heat 
pumps, hydro-energy, photovoltaic and thermal solar energy.  
 

For all your questions, please do not hesitate to contact the association or connect 

to the  renewable energy forum .  

 

APERe, 7 rue de la Révolution, B -1000 Bruxelles 

Tel : 0032 2 2187899 - Fax : 0032 2 2192151 

Email : info@apere.org ; Website : www.apere.org  
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Games for learning while having fun  
 

ADEME is an agency jointly supervised by the ministries in charge 

of Ecology, Energy and Sustainable development and Higher 

Education and Research.  

 

It participates in the implementation of public policies in the 

areas of the environment, energy and sustainable development.   

  

Two educational games online  
ADEMEõwebsite hosts two educational games as well as 

interactive learning files : « Ecoville, to create a town so 

that it is in harmony with its environment» and « Become 

the Grand Master of Protecting the Planet ».  

 

This more targeted and fun version of the ADEME institutional website promotes 

energy awareness among children but also among online gamers concerning the 

environment and eco -habits.  

  

Ecoville, the simulation game  
Ecoville fulfils two objectives  : allowing by means of a game, to 

educate a large number of people in urban ecology management 

and to encourage older teenagers and young people to talk about 

and promote energy awareness around them, particularly among 

younger children.   

 

This game is free and it can be played online or downloaded.  

  

 

The player has the choice between several areas of land he or she will have to 

develop according to different ecological objectives, the main one being the 

creation and running of a town that will not exceed the authorized pollution limit. 

Each action carried out by the player is evaluated according to its impact in terms of 

energy consumption and production as well as the waste generated and its pollution 

level.  

 

Become the grand master of planet protection  
This is the call to players who will have to guide a child 

through a day, from the time they get up and go to school, the 

aim being not to waste water and energy along the way.  

 

As the day goes on, the player collects points for good habits 

that protect the planet. These points will show whether, by 

the end of the day, the player has become the Grand Master of Planet Protection or 

whether he still needs to progress.  

 

Learning files  
Consultation of the learning files is also interactive. They 

follow on from one another by theme : electricity, waste, 

transport and water. For each of the themes, some eco -habits 

are recommended to the player. These hints are also useful 

for winning the game « Become the grand master of planet 

protection ».  

 

At the end of each theme, more detailed information is made available to the 

player. For example for energy, he or she can learn more about the origins of 

electricity, the different energy sources, how lamps work, and about anti -waste 

strategies. To access this information, simply click on the different choices 

proposed.  
  

For the games, click here  

ADEMEõwebsite : www.ademe.fr  
Tel : 00 33 2 41 20 41 20 
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