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It is my pleasure to present our second newsletter devoted to Energy Education 

and supported by the European Sustainable Energy Europe programme.  

 

On the Agenda, various topics and information about participants, projects and 

tools, which I hope will enable you to reinforce your everyday activities and 

contribute to the development of new projects.  

  

Most of the projects presented are for children, who are the main target audience to address, 

so they can acquire real energy awareness and culture, and avoid developing the bad habits 

that I would call reflexes and which are difficult to break. Moreover, children are the link and 

precious contributors across generations, and for those around them. You will read that, in 

schools, around Energy Education projects, teachers and education professionals, parents and 

grandparents are also directly or indirectly involved.    

 

No one questions the importance of environmental education for children, because it is a fun-

damental axis for establishing changes in behaviour to support sustainable development, but 

this in no way excludes adults and , on the contrary highlights the need for life -long education 

in this area.   

 

In order to act, it is essential to be aware and trained. It is therefore necessary to build up 

energy awareness progressively and to set up educational projects about energy with a Euro-

pean dimension and partnerships.   

  

The work of ARENE is geared towards this objective and its Newsletter is an illustration of this. 

By presenting different educational experiences, it is my intention to emphasize the value of 

Energy Education and the actors, and foster new initiatives.  

 
 

Claude BASSIN-CARLIER,  

Director of ARENE Île -de-France  
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The Ile - de- France Region endows itself with a 
ñregional policy in favour of environmental 
education for sustainable development¦  

 

As part of its Environmental Education project, ARENE Ile -

de-France, a member of the regional Environmental 

Education network (CEEF), has lent its support and its skills 

to the Ile -de-France Regional Council to define a regional 

policy in favour of environmental education for sustainable 

development. The Regional Council concerning this policy 

will enable the support and promotion of environmental awareness projects, particularly 

with regard to energy.  

The aims of this regional vector are the following :   
- To gather and mobilise regional actors  ;  

- To promote environmental education for sustainable development and raise the profile 

of people involved ;  

- To launch a process of communication and cooperation to contribute to regional 

coherence.  

- To build up a strategy for the support and accompaniment of educational practises, 

information and training  

- To try out new environmental education techniques, particularly in the areas of energy 

and clean-transport.  

 

This is what ARENE is working to achieve in the areas of environmental education 

and sustainable development  (EEDD)  

 

Extract from the Regional Councilõs report CR 37-07 : 

 

«The  regional policy in favour of environmental education towards sustainable 

development (EEDD) is founded on these basic principles :  

 

 

Regional projects are long -term in order to contribute to collective awareness and 

encourage changes in behaviour, it is aimed at all members of the community, of all ages 

and addresses citizens in their daily lives and professionals in their practices. It must be 

clearly presented and support the activities of leaders of environmental education projects 

in the Ile -de -France region.  

 

All members of the community must be able to rediscover their region and benefit from 

their local environment (whether rural or urban). Communication on EEDD will therefore 

be a strong axis for regional action.  

Public markets will contribute to promoting EEDD as necessary. The Regional Council 

wishes to promote the quality of the projects and the teaching tools created in the area of 

EEDD and to take action in this area in conjunction with the major local organizations, 

National Education in particular . » (source Ile-de-France Regional Council)  

 

Subsidies will enable the financing of : support for events, the organisation of competitions, 

support for educational project network coordinators, the creation and distribution of 

teaching materials. The rates and amounts of subsidies vary according to the projects.  

 

For more information, consult the report and table relating to subsidies :  

http://elus.iledefrance.fr/webapp_mariane/marianeWEB.jsp?action=rechecher&geoID=&d

omaine=CDR&titre=CR+37-07&geo=&date1=-1&date2=-1 

 
 
To find out how to submit an application for funding from the Ile -de-France Regional 

Council : : 

Racheline COHEN, Responsible for environemental education  

Tel.  : 00 33 1 53 85 56 36 - @ : racheline.cohen@iledefrance.fr  

http://www.iledefrance.fr  

 

For advice and information about ARENE Ile-de-France regional projects :    

Hélène SANCHEZ, Responsible for environemental education and eco-citizenship  

Tel.  : 00 33 1 53 85 61 70 - @ : h.sanchez@areneidf.org 

http://www.areneidf.org  
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FEEDU  
 

A European Project at the service of  
energy and transport education   

The FEEDU project is part of the European programme Intelligent Energy Europe  (see 

ARENE newsletter n°1). It focuses on the creation of teaching materials in relation with 

energy and transport.  

Today, thanks to this project around 40 projects have been carried out and presented 

on the FEEDU website www.feedu.org . 

  

The site presents projects led by the 13 agencies for energy education in nine European 

countries (Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Sweden, Slovenia and the 

United Kingdom). The experimental projects carried out by the FEEDU, as well as the 

tools it creates, are intended to raise awareness among teachers, pupils and also 

parents, concerning the various aspects of energy and transport.  

 

The principal objective is to bring about a change in energy and transport habits. The 

areas of awareness to develop concern energy use in schools, but also in homes and 

means of transport. To this end, projects are done in classes throughout the school 

year, and the website, www.feedu.org  enables access to information about these 

practices for a maximum number of people all over Europe.  

The participants  
The target participants of the FEEDU project are various  : children aged 10 to 12 in the 

130 schools involved, their teachers and educators, who have received training about 

energy, parents and local authorities responsible for primary education. Target people 

vary depending on the aims of each project  : awareness, or training and information.  

The key players in the FEEDU project are the pilot committee of the 130 schools, the 

appropriate local authorities for education and/or energy, organisations specialised in 

environmental education that work on and evaluate teaching projects.   
 

Among these key players are local/regional energy agencies which are not partners, but 

which are involved in the network, schools interested in the project, their teachers and 

children, not yet involved, and other institutions (environmental centres, museums, 

local Agendas 21 agencies, etc.) with an important part to play in the future of the 

FEEDU project, in terms of communication and development of resources.    

 

 

Each of these participants, at his own level and within his own network, undertakes to 

provide information about this European project and to encourage the spread of its different 

initiatives.    
 

An on - line resource centre  
Thanks to the « Educational Resources » section, all 

visitors have direct access to the complete range of 

teaching resources and feedback about them. Free 

downloads of Technical Files and Descriptions are 

available to all users. The Description pages contain 

rules and instructions for games, for example, and 

provide notes for teachers, as well as the names of the 

organisations that developed the materials and their contact information. As well as 

establishing the materials and their inventors, the site is then also designed to facilitate 

communication between organisations including schools, institutions, associations, and local 

bodies. A bonus on the site is a European FEEDU resource centre for all those involved in 

energy and transport education. This section is classified by country and gives access to 

websites of specialised associations and institutional bodies.    

 

Click here for the complete project file list. Feedu also holds an annual conference to 

present its teaching materials and methods of promoting awareness.  

 

On the 19th and 20th April 2007, a European Conference on Energy Education was held in 

Slovenia, as part of the FEEDU project : Education for energy ð A challenge for School. 

During this conference, the primary school teachers present, and anyone involved in energy 

education, was given the opportunity to attend presentations of teaching materials and 

methods, so as to be able to integrate them, and any new ideas into their own teaching 

activities .  

We thank Mr Crispin Webber of NELEEAC, an active member of the FEEDU project, for his participation in the writing 

of this article.  

  

Marjolaine PONT, Project Development Officer  

The North East London Energy Efficiency Advise Centre 

31 Church Hill, London E17 3RU, UK 

Tel: (44) 20 8509 4366 ð mpont@lessenergy.co.uk 
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In the RhÖne- Alpes area,  
a successful joint - project with teachers   

 
Rhônalpénergie-Environnement (RAEE) is the regional agency for 

Energy and the Environment in the Rhône-Alpes region.  

It informs, advises and accompanies local authorities but also the 

public sector (social housing owners and hospitals). The agency 

specializes in rational use of energy, promoting renewable 

energies, environmental protection and implementation of 

sustainable development.  

 

To give an example, it runs the regional energy and greenhouse gas emissions 

Observatory.  

These activities are carried out in conjunction with partners including FEDARENE (see 

issue  n°1 of the newsletter) or the  Regional Energy Agencies Network (RARE). It also 

participates in European programmes such as SAVE and ALTENER (see the PROVIDER 

project :  www.allerverslecole.net ).    

 

The agency is naturally involved in and committed to Energy Education. To learn more, 

we talked to Emmanuel Jeanjean, Project manager of Rhônalpénergie -Environnement.  

:  

Arene : Hello Emmanuel. Could you say a few words about yourself, your experience 
leading up to your work at RAEE and your specialities within the agency?  

 

EJ: I have been working with Rhônalpénergie -Environnement for a little over 5 years, 

after occupying a post at the Nord -Pas de Calais Regional Energy Agency . I have a 

scientific background and I worked in a research laboratory on fluctuation of CO2 

levels in the atmosphere in the past, CO2 being the main greenhouse gas. When you 

know about these questions and you know about the increase in levels compared to the 

past, you really realize that there is a serious problem today, so we are addressing it.  

At the regional agency, besides energy management education, I work on wind energy 

and on energy management questions for buildings. In fact, itõs all a question of raising 

awareness, at least to begin with. Both my parents were teachers, and I gave lessons 

when I was a student. I think it helped me to understand teaching better and I enjoy 

working with teachers.   

Arene : The Agency is quite well -known in France, thanks to its areas of activity and the fact it 
was one of the first. What place does Energy Education occupy? What is the audience for it ?  

 

 

EJ : The RAEE has been running  energy management education projects for schools for 4 

years. More generally, we participate in energy education on a daily basis because when a 

social housing owner comes to see us to ask about installing wood central heating in a poorly 

insulated apartment block, we have to begin with a little energy management education ! 

Concerning Energy Education, our audience is ultimately children and young people, but the 

RAEE is not directly involved in classroom teaching.  

 

Our activities are conducted with teachers and teaching inspectors. We are fortunate in the 

Rhône-Alpes area to have a network of associations who have been doing classroom projects 

for many years, called the IERA network.  

This has enabled a real culture of energy education to develop among teachers. But the 

question today is how to make this systematic for all, and not just those people who are 

already involved.  

 

To this end, the Regional Agency works to coordinate and encourage initiatives at a county 

or regional level.  

 

 

 

Arene : Do you have any energy education partnerships with other European countries ?  

 

EJ : Yes, we started by working on a first European project : Grasping Climate, with our 

colleagues from NENET Sweden). This has enabled us to develop teaching materials and in 

particular an exhibition on climate changes and energy, which is used a lot in schools 

(Climattitude, info on www.raee.org/climattitude  ).  

 

We have just finished a second European project : FEEDU, coordinated by ABEA (Belgium), 

who along with 12 partners has enabled the development of numerous activities in around 

150 schools in Europe. FEEDU has allowed us to develop a website for teachers, which is 

intended to become an energy education portal for schools in the region.  

www.energiealecole.org  .   
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Arene : Could you tell us about your activities in the Rhône -Alpes Region in connection 

with FEEDU ?  

EJ: In the context of FEEDU, Rhônalpénergie-Environnement has got ten schools involved 

in Energy-use projects. Objectives :  

- Contact throughout the school year with around thirty teachers and their pupils ;  

- Learning from experience with training, tools and methods ;  

- Creating a network for teachers to communicate via a website. (www.raee.org/feedu ). 

 

Two half -days of training for teachers, set up with local education authority inspectors. 

The first session gave teachers access to information and looked at fundamental 

principles. During the second session, numerous teaching materials were proposed and 

given to the teachers, some of which were from the European partnership. During the 

year, the teachers had access to technical support from Hespul and Ageden, 2 technical 

associations (one day per class).  

 

 

The results  :  

Interesting experiences and materials put to the test, examples :  
 

¶ Exchanges with elderly people about energy use in days gone by and now ;  
 

¶ Contact with the town hall and its energy -management project ( visit from an elected 
council member, guided visit of an HQE site);  

 

¶ Building model (solar ovens, solar panel installationsé).  
 

¶ Motivated teachers, trained and ready to renew the experience with subsequent 
classes. 

 

¶ Training sessions to renew and develop in partnership with Education authority.  
 

The website needs further development before becoming the Rhône -Alpes regional portal.  
 

Some recommendations  :  

¶ More work in future on setting up projects with teaching teams;  
 

¶ Organise training sessions sufficiently early (before the beginning of the school year);  
  

¶ Propose simple and adaptable materials and methods.  

 

Arene: Despite the technological innovations being developed in certain sectors (lighting, 

equipment, buildings, etc), energy consumption continues to grow.  

 

Energy Education seems an obvious and indispensable strategic axis. Environmental 

education and sustainable development has become part of the school curriculum but do you 

think more needs to be done to raise awareness among the general public, companies and 

local authorities?  

 

EJ : Certainly, environmental and sustainability education has become part of the school 

curriculum, but thatõs only where it starts!  

 

We ask teachers to work on a subject, which is only one among many important subjects to 

be taught and we appreciate that school has to give children fundamental instruction above 

all, and that it is not easy to do more without the necessary additional budget !  

But we have to find formulae that will work taking into account these constraints : short and 

concentrated training courses, accompaniment in schools, practical tools etc.    

 

I think that schools involved in sustainable development (EDD)are really on the right track : 

using a global approach, with a team representing all concerned parties to pilot activities, 

consultation, and above all these measures constitute projects that can be transferred to all 

disciplines.  

This is the type of project we need to be working on to get our messages across regarding 

energy-use and sustainable development.  

 

It is also important to work with other audiences, but we have already been doing that for a 

long time. However, we are still looking for the best way to measure the impact of our 

messages.  

 

What we realize in terms of method, is that we need good materials to communicate well : 

Al Goreõs film is a good example because it generates a lot of awareness and provokes action 

taken in local authorities and companies. We also use it in schools.  

 

  
The Rhônalpénergie -Environnement  web site :  

http://www.raee.org   

Emmanuel Jeanjean - Tél : 00 33 4 72 56 33 63 
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T he ADEME  
A key contributor to energy awareness  

 

The Agency for the Environment and Energy Management (ADEME) is 

a public, industrial and commercial  establishment , under the joint 

supervision of the ministries in charge of Ecology, Development and 

Sustainable Planning, Higher Education and Research. It participates 

in the implementation of public policy in the areas of the 

environment, energy and sustainable development.   The agency puts 

its auditing and consulting expertise at the disposal of companies, 

local authorities, public services and the general public and helps them to finance 

projects in five areas : waste management, soil preservation, energy efficiency and 

renewable energies, air quality and noise pollution problems, and to aid their progress 

towards sustainable development. Its budget amounts to 260 million Euros.  

 

Mr Patrice Joly, Director of Communication, Training and Development  at the 

ADEME looks back at the aims and implications of the agency for Energy 

Education for the ARENE newsletter.  

« Energy education constitutes a major objective, since French citizens remain 

not very well -informed about the subject and they have a lot of preconceived 

ideas.  

Many French people, for example, forget that heating contributes to the 

greenhouse effect and climatic problems ! The production of bio fuels also raises 

a question : if it enables a certain gain in energy in France, the conditions in 

which they are manufactured in the United States do not. This ignorance of 

energy issues throughout  France affects choices made at every level, whether 

by political decision -makers  or ordinary citizens in their everyday lives. It is 

therefore essential to train and educate all those involved to enable them to 

have clear judgement when it comes to reducing energy consumption. Energy 

Education, in particular through learning certain basic principles at school, 

appears crucial.     
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Towards this goal, the ADEME, which does not specifically have an education mandate, 

takes every possible opportunity in this area. It works in partnerships at all levels, and in 

particular, with National Education Authorities.     

Thus, ADEME has financed, along with the INES (training institute in the area of solar en-

ergy), a teacher -training course in local education authority resources about renewable 

energies. The ADEME also works on the creation of national teaching materials, TICE 

(Information and Communications Technology for Teaching), e -learning and cd-rom re-

sources for teachers and pupils from 1 st year to Sixth Form. These teaching tools are also 

organized and adapted according to local contexts, with the support of Education Offices 

and schools.   

The ADEME also does a lot of work with environmental and sustainable development edu-

cation associations. It assists local authorities in their progressive commitment to these 

themes. The ADEME supports the building of HQE- standard schools, which are a practical 

demonstration of renewable energy use.  

Finally, the ADEME, through its  campaigns ç Quick, itõs getting hotter è, ç Lets reduce our 

waste, itõs overflowing è, is making a concerted effort to inform the general public, in-

cluding children, about energy -saving, and waste reduction.  

 

Challenge for the earth (DÏfi pour la terre), an operation involving 
large - scale mobilisation    

 

Launched in May 2005 by the ADEME and the Nicolas HULOT Foundation for 

Nature and Man, the ôchallenge for the earthõ centres on a citizensõ com-

mitment charter based on « 10 good deeds for the planet ».  

 

 

The objective is to mobilise and involve individuals in environmental preservation by tak-

ing òsmall daily actionsó. The number of supporters is growing as  the quantity of CO2 

saved.  




