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As part of the Intelligent Energy Europe 
programme and its project to provide and 
circulate information, to exchange 
experience and to heighten energy 
awareness through energy education, ARENE 
Ile-de-France organized a Conference in 
September 2006.   
 
This event revealed the need for 
communication and information about 
available resources, key players, tools and 
projects in energy education.  
To facilitate access to this information, 
ARENE decided to provide this quarterly 
newsletter in French and English, to promote 
energy consciousness on a European scale.    
 
Available and downloadable in two versions, 
book and letter formats, it also has the aim 
of raising the profile of the groups involved, 
their materials and educational projects.  
 
Players in the field of energy, elected 
representatives and local authority 
technicians, associations and  companies, we 
hope this newsletter will be helpful to you in 
your projects resulting from the last 
European Conference, to raise energy 
consciousness, especially in young people, 
and to take up the challenge together for 
sustainable energy development.  
 
Happy reading!  
 

 

Marie-Pierre Digard,  

Presidente of ARENE Île -de-France 
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A RENE  Ãle- de- France  : R esource center and E xpert advise agency  

 

The ARENE Ile-de-France  (Agence r®gionale de lõenvironnement et des nouvelles 
énergies), set up in 1994, is an associate organization of the Regional Council. By 
contributing to the integration of environmental and energy issues, it participates in 
sustainable development implementation in Ile -de-France. 

  

Its objectives are twofold  : 
 

ɻ To raise awareness about environmental issues, disseminate  best pratice , make 

known ôreferenceõ methods and operations  ; 
 

ɻ To evaluate the interest of new practices and assist with their experimentation ;  

 

Thanks to the skills of its team and the help of its specialist subcontractors, ARENE 
provides new, operational and strategical information for inhabitants of the Paris region 
and  local and regional authorities.    
 
ARENE communicates know-how acquired from innovative operations using a variety of 
means : guided tours of sites, workshops and forums, publications, events and  Internet 
with its website.    
 
Finally, ARENE assists innovative operations technically and in certain cases financially.  
 
This assistance takes the form of advice, feasibility studies and technical support for 
project managers in its areas of expertise.  

  

Areas of activity :  

  
ɻ Sustainable development in the local area, support of agendas 21;  

ɻ Decentralized co-operation ;  

ɻ Economic activities, social and charitable ;  

ɻ Environmental education ð Eco-citizenship ;  

ɻ Energy : renewable energies, energy efficiency ;  

ɻ High quality environmental of buildings, urban improvements and renewal ;  

ɻ Sustainable transport ;  

 
The ARENE is a member of RARE (Network of  regional energy and environmental 

agencies) and of FEDARENE (European Federation of Regional Agencies for Energy and the 
Environment).  

 
To learn more about our activities, visit our website :  

http://www.areneidf.org   

 
 

Interview with Catrin Maby, Vice - President of FEDARENE  
in charge of energy education  

First of all, thank you for this interview, the first given in the ARENE IDFõnewsletter. To 
begin and to better know you, could you give us some details about who you are ?  

 

I am Director of the Severn Wye Energy Agency, a regional energy agency 
established in 1999, and working in the South West of England and Wales. 
We are 23 people and are active in energy advice for households, SMEs 
and local authorities, educational work with schools and adults, and 
developing the use of renewable energy in our area. Examples of our 
work are a programme for improving the energy efficiency of homes in 
Gloucestershire (around 13,000 properties improved to date), a wood 
fuel supply network, installations of renewable energy on community 
buildings,  and a programme of behavioural change for staff in public 
sector buildings.  

 

I have myself been involved in sustainable energy work since 1984 when I helped to 
establish an energy advice service for tenant organizations in London. I am an engineering 
graduate, but was first  drawn into the sustainable energy field by a concern about fuel 
poverty, the debt and health problems faced by many low income households living in 
energy inefficient homes. The solutions were clearly a combination of technical, economic 
and social issues, and this mixture made the work particularly interesting  to me.  
In more recent years the issues of climate change and security of supply have become more 
prominent, and fuel poverty is only a part of the work of our agency.   
You are the new Vice-President for Education & Awareness of FEDARENE. A new position 
within the organization. What is the meaning of this creation  ? What are your new 
responsibilities? 
 

Education and awareness are often considered the õsoftõ side of the sustainable energy 
agenda, but they are essential to the achievement of most other policy objectives. As such 
it is important to ensure that these areas are effectively addressed. My responsibility within 
FEDARENE is to raise awareness of these issues and do what I can to further understanding 
of this.  

Some key issues we have identified are:  
- Provision of commercially neutral and quality controlled advice to enable consumers to 
move from an awareness of the problems associated with unsustainable energy use to being 
able to take positive action about it ;  
- Translating technical information into comprehensible and realisable practical steps  
Adapting the message and the medium to the audience, in terms of motivation, interest, 
comprehensibility and feasibility ;  
- Addressing the lack of technical literacy of the general population in communications, as 
well as being aware of the level of general literacy and numeracy of the audience ;  
- Seeking ways to motivate and enable practical changes in behaviour to benefit fully from 
new technologies ;  
- Making the link between information and advice and the full realisation of the objectives 
and practical implementation of policy such as EPBD, Energy End-use and Services 
Directive, and full competition in fuel supply markets.  
- Social exclusion, measures for alleviation of fuel poverty and the common agenda with 
sustainability ;  
- Energy use in school and further educational buildings, energy in the curriculum and 
citizenship for a sustainable future ;  
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We often well -know the role of Regional Energy Agency such as ARENE Ile de France. 
Could you say few words about FEDARENE organization and its main objectives ?  
 

FEDARENE is a membership organisation that exists to support the work of local and 
regional energy agencies throughout Europe. It does this through information sharing, 
informing members of relevant European initiatives and policy, and coordinating 
responses from members to policy. FEDARENE offers the opportunity to link up with 
potential partners in other member states, and organizes regular meetings, usually timed 
to tie in with other relevant events, such as regional or European conferences.  

 

When we talk about Regional Energy Agency are we talking only about the Agencies 
created and supported by the European Commission? Is the FEDARENE only focused on 
these ones?  
 

Many of the member organisations have been established with the help of the 
Commission, mostly under the SAVE programme ð but this is not exclusive.  Agencies have 
also been set up with similar objectives with other fundings.  

 

If we focus on energy education and awareness, may you introduce the activity of 
FEDARENE regarding these fields? Do you have a project in mind that could illustrate it?  

 

In the advice field, I am coordinating a project called 
SErENADE ð Sharing Expertise in Energy Advice Across 
Europe, in which we have carried out a review of existing 
energy advice provision in all 27 member states. The 
report will be published soon, and is to be available on the 
project website : www.energy-advice.org.  
We discovered that about a third of countries had 
reasonably well developed energy advice services, another 
third had limited provision and the remaining third had 

little or none.  The report details the ways in which advice is delivered, to the household 
and SMEs sectors. The project is also developing an energy advice toolkit, to be freely 
available online, and has set up a forum on the website.  
There will be an energy advice conference to launch these products on November 12 th in 
Paris, with the support of ADEME. There are two French partners in the project, CLER and 
Prioriterre. The other partners are from Sweden, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Austria and Italy. The 
project ideas were first developed by meeting with other colleagues in FEDARENE to share 
ideas. 
In education there are a number of relevant initiatives. At European level, the FEEDU 
project has just finished, which developed curriculum based activities with 9 -11 years old 
to raise awareness of sustainable energy ð the aim being to develop processes that could 
be replicated within national/regional school curricula, and so continue after the end of 
the project and in many more schools. We are also just now negotiating the start of a new 
project which links secondary schools with employers, using energy as a theme for work 
experience.  
We are keen also to promote sustainable energy in adult education, both as part of 
citizenship at all ages and with job creation potential. In our region (not yet within a 
European partnership), for example, we have developed an educational programme for 
prisoners called ôSustainable energy skills for life and workõ. This was developed within a 
holistic programme that included energy surveys of prison buildings, energy advice to the 
families of prisoners in the prison visitor centres, and training for prison staff.  

  

  May be a last word for your colleague of Arene Ile -de-France? 
Our daily focus is a local and regional one, but working with European colleagues with 
similar interests and objectives is of great benefit in giving us a wider perspective on 
what can be achieved and how, and an understanding of the links to European policy and 
our role in taking this forward at local level. FEDARENE helps to make this possible. 
Thank you to our colleague  Arene Ile-de-France for your interest and friendly contact!  5 6 

A look back at the European  
± Energy Education ¼ Conference 

 
In partnership with the European Commission ( Intelligent 

Energy Europe Programme), and with the participation of the 

Île-de-France Regional Council, the CLER and FEDARENE, 

ARENE Île-de-France organized a European conference on 

Energy Education, on September 22nd 2006. The conference, 

which took place in the Regional Council chamber, brought 

together representatives from the worlds of Education and 

Energy, to exchange and share their experience of existing 

and future means to raise awareness among teachers and pupils about energy issues.  

Among the dayõs speakers were representatives from several European countries including 

Italy, Norway, Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden and Austria, as well as Regional Council members 

from Ile -de-France, Provence-Alpes-C¹te dõAzur, Nord-Pas-de-Calais and the Local Education 

Authorities of Versailles and Marseille.   

 

The stakes  
In his opening speech, Michel Vampouille, Vice-President 

of the Île -de-France Regional Council, responsible for the 

environment, sustainable development and Eco -Region, 

pointed out that Ile -de-France is the most economically 

productive Region in Europe and the biggest consumer of 

energy in the country. Having said that, the Region also 

has the lowest energy consumption per inhabitant thanks 

to the policies in favor of energy -saving and renewable 

energy that have been implemented there.  While the Region has so far set a good example in 

these areas, much remains to be done to raise awareness about the energy -devouring products 

of which Ile -de-France inhabitants are the biggest consumers. It was in this context of the 

need to set an example, continue with the current projects and ensure their long -term future,  

that the ARENE IDF opened. The purpose of this conference in bringing together energy and 

education experts is all the stronger because a sustained effort is needed to change current 

habits and attitudes with regard to energy use.  

 

ARENE and its partners used the dayõs workshops and general meetings to think hard about the 

key stakes of energy education in the light of a wealth of samples of experience from around 

Europe. Todayõs children are tomorrowõs consumers. Given the difficulty of changing adultsõ 

habits, educating children about the stakes involved must be a priority in the field of educa-

tion, as it is an investment in the future.   

 

http://www.energy-advice.org


 

Teaching methods and materials  
After the opening speech by Michel Vampouille, and that of  Michèle Pappalardo 

(President of the ADEME), the conference was organized into 4 workshops, 2 general 

meetings and a round table discussion about practical projects in energy education. The 

first workshop was on the subject of ô teaching materialsõ that already exist or will need 

to be created to assist teachers, trainers and youth educators in their approach to the 

theme of energy.  The relevance of the many existing materials that come out each year 

was evaluated, as well as how easy to use they are.  

 

The speakers also presented examples already used in several countries and shared the 

results obtained. The example was given of a solar lorry, used for classes in Fribourg, 

Switzerland to show children how solar energy works in practice and explain what 

contribution it can make to our daily energy use.   

 

Cooperation between the worlds of energy and education  
The second workshop was entitled 

ôCooperation between the worlds of energy 

and educationõ. 

It identified the difficulties experienced by 

energy workers when they try to teach 

energy in an educational context. The two 

sectors are quite different in terms of the way they work on projects, which have 

nevertheless to reconcile content and teaching methods.  

 

The initiative to organize this conference was further justified by the need for these two 

groups of key players to debate and share ideas throughout the day and confirmed their 

need to work together.  

 

Training and motivation of teachers   
 

The success of environmental and sustainable development education depends more 

than ever on the training and motivation of teaching staff. This was the subject of the 

third workshop, led by Hans Pedersen (OVE). Teachers were able to talk about the large 

number of teaching materials they had used, but without having had the opportunity to 

assess their relevance. Their main preoccupation is to avoid the supremacy of 

communication at the expense of real educational and didactic value. It is therefore very 

important that teachers should receive training to use these materials effectively.  

Some shared experiences showed that there is sometimes a lack of training in the use of 

materials, and that in some cases, energy experts were not prepared for teaching uninitiated 

pupils.  

The energy experts pointed out that the rigidity of school programmes did not necessarily 

encourage innovation when it comes to environmental and energy awareness education. In 

spite of the difficulties, several examples already in place in European countries shed light on 

what can be done to bring the two worlds together.  This is the objective of the ARENE IDF 

Citénergie  project, as well as that of its partners such as the European Commission (Kids 

Corner). 

 

Integration of energy issues in the curriculum  
 

The fourth and last workshop was devoted to the 

theme of integrating energy issues into the school 

curriculum. The participants had the opportunity to 

think about ways of getting children interested in 

energy issues associated with development, whilst 

being careful not to create a generation gap on the 

subject.   

Indeed school programmes are drawn up by adults for 

children and integrating energy themes into school 

programmes requires appropriate teaching materials as well as ð letõs be honest ð more 

conviction and motivation on the part of teachers and teaching administrations in a large 

number of European countries.  

On this point, it is clear that most teachers and administrative bodies are highly motivated. 

The supply content and teaching materials now need to be better matched to the demand.  

 

The wide variety of participants and experience contributed greatly to the success of the 

conference. In the course of the day, a lot of information was shared about existing teaching 

materials, and the need for constructive dialogue between energy experts and teachers was 

highlighted.  

  

The participants and organizers were able to appreciate the value of holding a conference on 

the theme of Energy Education, an issue which reaches far beyond our national borders and 

educational system. This project, led by ARENE and its partners was followed by similar 

meetings. It seems certain that others will follow to help prepare for tomorrowõs energy 

future.  

 

In the light of this and the desire of the participants to be kept informed, 
ARENE decided to set up a quarterly newsletter dedicated to Energy 
Education.   
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Launch of the second EIE programme, 2007 ©2013  
The new Intelligent Energy  Europe II programme, planned for the 2007 ð 2013 period, 

was launched by the European Commission at the beginning of this year. While numerous 

opportunities to save energy and encourage the development of renewable energies exist 

in Europe, the local context and markets in particular, are not always able to support 

them. To address this problem, the European IEE programme makes funds available to 

overcome the various obstacles.  

With the aim of providing Europe with a safe, sustainable energy supply at competitive 

prices, IEE II supports various projects in the areas of energy efficiency, renewable 

energy sources, and transport, presented by European candidates to experts of the 

Commission.  

 

IEE II 2007-2013, which takes over from IEE 2003-2006, states its continued objectives as 

being to promote energy efficiency, rationalized use of energy resources, new and 

renewable energy sources and energy diversity.  

 IEE II is however different from its predecessor in that it has greater financial resources 

for projects and is part of the framework for innovation and competition (CIP) so as to 

contribute to attaining EU Energy policy objectives and the implementation of the Lisbon 

Agenda.   

 

B etter f inancing f or energy e ff iciency and renewa bl e energy 
sources  
It offers co -funding of projects at a level of 75% (compared with 50% previously), in the three 

big sectors : SAVE (energy efficiency and energy saving), ALTENER (renewable energies), 

STEER (sustainable transport) and Integrated Initiatives (new, for specific operations). The 

allocated budget for 2007 is around 52 million euros. It will increase each year until the end 

of the programme in 2013. Integrated into the CIP, IEE II is not intended for funding 

technological projects or research, but is orientated towards studies, raising awareness, 

information, policy analysis, training and pilot projects. Under no circumstances can it 

participate in capitalistic investments, as these come under other European programmes.  

 
 

It is open to all associated organizations working as a consortium in several countries, 

whether they are companies, associations, unions of professionals, local authorities, national 

of regional agencies or technical centers.  

 

The programme is led by The Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI), 

specially set up for the purpose by the European Commission. The agency manages IEE II 

projects and events, disseminates know -how and best practice, facilitates exchanges and  

coordination between the people concerned and reports to the Transport and Energy 

departments of the European Commission with a view to improving the programme.  

 

The ADEME , a national point of contact  

The ADEME is the IEE national point of contact. Its role is to ôassist French teams by guiding 

them in how to submit their proposals to the Commission.õ To this end, it circulates 

community information about tenders and organizes training and information days about the 

opportunities offered by the programme.  

òTo encourage common projects on a European scale, the ADEME also helps teams to 

establish partnerships with foreign organizations. Its role is also to show and ôpromote French 

know-how in other European and candidate states, by giving them information about key 

projects.ó       

@ to consult ...  
The 2007  tender :  

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_proposals/doc/call_2007_en.pdf   

The ADEME  support area and presentation  of EIE2 :  
http://www2.ademe.fr/servlet/list?catid=16902#thm1   
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